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special Proletarian organisation in the spheres of literature and
art, with a view to strengthening the position of Proletarian
writers and art workers.
Now that the rank and file of Proletarian literature has had
time to grow and establish itself, and that new writers and
artists have come forward from factories, mills, and collective
farms, the framework of the existing Proletarian literary-artistic
organisations is becoming too confined and impedes the serious
development of artistic creation. There is thus the danger
that these organisations might be turned from a means of in-
tensive mobilisation of Soviet writers and artists around the
problems of Socialist construction into a means of cultivating
hermetic groupings and of alienating considerable groups of
writers and artists, sympathising with the aims of Socialist
construction, from contemporary political problems.
Hence the necessity for a corresponding reconstruction of the
literary-artistic organisations and for the extension of the basis
of their work.
Therefore the Central Committee resolves:
(a)  To liquidate the association of Proletarian writers.
(b)  To unite all writers upholding the platform of the Soviet
power and striving to participate in Socialist construction into a
single Union of Soviet Writers with a Communist faction therein;
(c)  To promote a similar change in the sphere of other forms
of art;
(d)  To entrust the Organising Bureau with the working out of
practical measures for the application of this resolution.
From a Resolution of the Central Committee of the
All-Russian Communist Party, April 23, 1932.
Soviet literature has broken new ground. Conscious of its
social task and its responsibility before life as a whole, it strives
to integrate all the creative elements of the present and the past
for the sake of a better future. And this brings us to that
"Socialist realism" which was launched, in 1932, as the literary
current of Soviet Russia.
What, then, is Socialist realism? Its elements can be found
not only in the best Soviet novels since 1922, but also in Gorky,
as well as in several intelligentsia authors, from Belinsky and